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2. This REPORT consists of a total of , 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before tfiis Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Fonn PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



lational application No. 

PCT/EP2003/011013 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages , 1-46 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



Ml 



pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1/2-2/2 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or fiimished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

n the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55,2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained ui the international ^plication in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
fiimished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fumished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fiimished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ 



the drawings, sheets/fig . 



2 I ] This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

• ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* EeplacemerU sheets which have beenfarnished to the receiving Office in respome to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since tftey do not contain amendments {Rule 70 16 
andJOAl), * 

►* An^ replacement sheet containing such mnendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial ^plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-11 



1-11 



1-11 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



1. This report makes reference to the following 
documents : 

Dl: WO 97/31971 A (BASF AG; HAEHNLE HANS JOACHIM 
(DE); WALTER MANFRED (DE) ; TROPSCH JUER) 
4 September 1997 (1997-09-04) 

D2: US 2002/068494 Al (THOMAS OOMMAN PAINUMMOOTTIL 
ET AL) 6 June 2002 (2002-06-06) 

2. Novelty (PCT Article 33(2)) 

The present application describes a superabsorbent 
foam containing superabsorbent synthetic and/or 
natural fibres. 

Dl describes a superabsorbent foam which can be 
combined with natural or synthetic fibres to form 
composites or sandwich-like structures (cf. Dl, page 
16, lines 13 to 41) . 

Dl does not mention foams con-baxnxng superabsorbent 
fibres • 
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D2 describes elastic polymers which consist of 
diisocyanate, acrylate and a polyol, are super- 
absorbent and can be used as foam or fibres in 
sanitary articles* 

D2 does not mention a combination of a 
superabsorbent foam with superabsorbent synthetic 
and/or natural fibres. 



The current claims 1 to 11 are novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2). 



3. Inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



The problem addressed by the present invention is 
that of improving the wet fastness of water- 
absorbent foams. It has been demonstrated that both 
the wet breaking point and wet breaking value can be 
improved by adding superabsorbent fibres to 
superabsorbent foams. Since Dl and D2 neither 
describe the combination of a superabsorbent foam 
with superabsorbent synthetic and/or natural fibres, 
nor contain anything to suggest the improvement of 
the wet fastness of foams, the subject matter of the 
present application is inventive and meets the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(3). - 
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